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1 'Ah!" he said, bestriding the path and showing his
teeth in a wide, pink smile. "I have good news!"
Their thought was instantly of the war, though they
could not understand why the Commandant should have
come out on the ramprrts to give them news of it.
"News?   What is it, sir?" Lewis asked.
"Shall  I  tell  you?"  the  Commandant   exclaimed,
wanned by their curiosity. "Or shall I keep it a secret?
Friday morning will, perhaps, be soon enough. Will you
do me the honour to take luncheon with me on Friday?
And you also, Mr. Ballater? You also have an eye for
ladies, I am told.... Ah yes, little rumours creep up from
the Hague of how when Mr. Ballater goes on leave—but
it is not you who are the conqueror on this occasion, Mr,
Ballater."
Lewis said: "Have you yourself made a conquest, sir?"
The Commandant smiled his youngest smile and
touched his grey hair. "Alas, I am old as you see—but
gerhaps not so old that—well, we shall see, we shall see."
Then, leaning forward, he laid a forefinger along the side
of his nose, in the manner of certain Dutchmen when they
are coy. "No, it is you who have conquered, Mr. Alison.
You, who refiise always to take leave. You will not go to
the ladies. So the ladies they come to you. Can you guess?
I mil give you a hint. It is a very great lady."
"Qh,"B$aid Ballater, "do you mean that the Queen of
Holland is to visit the fort? There was a rumour of it some
time ago* I thought it was nonsense."
Th$ Commandant laughed aloud. It was evident that
his news, whatever it might be, had given him extreme
pleasure. "No. Not the Queen, Mr. Ballater. Guess again.
One more hint, A lady whose husband belongs to a
very ancient^ noble family.., . But there, you will never
guess. How could you? I never dreamed of such a thing
mysdt I <wfll tell you." His voice changed to solemnity.
Taking Lewis and Ballater by the arm, he drew them
m towards the gate that led down from the ramparts. "I
mvt had orders from the Ministry of War to prepare to
tsceive the Baron and the Baroness van Leyden on Friday

